[Functional and applied anatomy of the shoulder joint of the domestic cat].
The freedom of movement of the feline shoulder joint corresponds to that of a ball-and-socket joint, although the humeral head is not ball-shaped. The profiles of the humeral head and glenoid fossa were analysed with respect to their lines of movement in three planes of motion. The incongruity of the joint surfaces allows the variety of movements. Of clinical relevance are the description of a shoulder joint injection site and of the extent of joint movement in degrees.